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A Preliminary Study on Monks with Poetry Works in
Jiang-Nan in Later-half of Qing Dynasty

Liao, Chao-Heng
Research Fellow

Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy,
Academia Sinica

Abstract

During the Qing Dynasty(1644-1912), a custom of monastic poetry went
through the whole dynasty, and such monastic poems resonated intensely with
the scholastic atmospheres. Compared with former dynasties, the amount of
monks writing poems, the abundance of their works, and the diversity of their
styles in Qing are unprecedented. Qing Dynasty is the Golden era of monk-
poetry without doubt. In the past, we knew little about historical context of
development of Qing monk poetry. But with more and more related literature
coming out, situation changed. If we simply consider the amount of publication,
monastic poetry in Qing is not a period of declining, but the climax of
development.

By the quality of publications of poems of monks, early-Qing seems to
be the Golden era of Chinese monastic poetry development, therefore provoke
the high tension of critics, yet with peaceful days came, deep reminiscence of
old country faded away. Along with the change of trend of time, monastic poetry
shows different patterns. Consequently, the quality of mid-Qing monastic
poems can not be compared to the brilliance in early-Qing, yet the scholarly did
not know this period very well, so it is necessary to deepen the understanding
the monastic poetry since the mid-Qing period. Referriing to representative
poets as monks in mid-Qing, in addition to Cihai 2&)& in Beijing Nianhua

Temple $5{L5F, Jiangsu and Zhejiang were still the main base areas, e.g.,
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Mingzhong Daheng HH 1 A J&, Juchao Qingheng E 8% & ~ Dashou Liuzhou
7 75 fF ~ Xiaodan /NEH and Liyun Fangpu 57 3E75[#|. At that time, the
reminiscence of the old country has gone, and the mountain lodging tradition
resurged again. Among representative monastic poets in mid- and late-Qing,
Mingzhong Daheng had a career, Zhuanyu Rangshan Z£ £ (] was like a
hermit. Juchao Qingheng, considered the flag-bearer of monastic poems, his
works demonstrated magnificence and diverse styles. Dashou Liuzhou’s were
more scholastic and covered epigraphic elements, pointing out an alternate way
for monastic poetry. In addition to above-mentioned monks, there are still many
monastic poets waiting for exploration. As related studies are rare now, it

implies an unlimited potential in the future.

Keyword:
Qing buddhism, Poetry monk, Jingci temple, Hangzhou, Mingzhong Daheng,
Dashou Liuzhou



