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Lotus Siitra Assimilating the Derivative into the Origin,
Avatamsaka Siitra : Focus on Chengguan, Congyi and Ningran
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Master’s Student
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Abstract

Chengguan (7&#H, 738-839), the fourth patriarch of the Huayan School during
the Tang Dynasty, used the Sui Dynasty Jizang’s (& &, 549-623) theories of
the fundamental dharma wheel (fE A JA##) and the dharma wheel of
assimilating the derivative into the origin (3 KEF A EHw) to expound the
relationship between the Lotus Sitra (7£#4X) and the Avatamsaka Siitra (3
B2 4%, also known as Flower Adornment Sitra or Huayan Sitra). Chengguan
believed that the Avatamsaka Siitra was the fundamental dharma wheel, while
the Lotus Siuitra was the dharma wheel that assimilated the derivative into the
origin, in which the “origin” referred to the Avatamsaka Sitra. However,
Chengguan did not provide any explanation on how the Lotus Sitra was
assimilating the derivative into the origin, the Avatamsaka Sitra.

Yet, Chengguan’s viewpoints had drawn severe criticism from Tientai (°K
) masters Congyi ({£55, 1042-1091) and Chuyuan (i ¢, 1030-1119?). The
discourses of these two masters could be traced back to the Tang-Dynasty
Zhanran’s (;&4R, 711-782) The Words and Phrases of the Lotus Sitra (£
A)Z0). It is difficult to conclude that whether Zhanran was criticizing Cheng-
guan or not, but Congyi and Chuyuan had disagreed about Chengguan’s
viewpoint certainly. For they thought Jizang had then turned to believe in
Zhiyi (£95H, 539-598), and thus the three turnings of the dharma wheel had to
be abolished. In addition, by applying the “milk metaphor” (¥.1i) of the five



30 - PEEMRENTE B (RE—ORE)

flavors to advocate his viewpoint in different time periods, which are fresh
milk (#.), cream (fi%), curdled milk (ZEfk), butter (F\fik) and ghee (FEfH),
could he explain how the Avatamsaka Sitra surpass a teaching regarded as the
flavor of ghee since it is only compared to the flavor of fresh milk?

In The Essential Meaning of the Huayan School (FEfg; 5225 ), Japanese
monk Ningran (%¢ZA, 1240-1321) of the Huayan School wrote that he
considered that Chengguan’s proposal of “Lotus Sitra’s Assimilating the
Derivative into the Origin, Avatamsaka Sitra” actually implied that there were
theoretic paths leading to the Avatamsaka Sitra, the Special Teaching of the
One Vehicle (FZ—F€) through the Lotus Sitra, the Common Teaching of
the One Vehicle ([E]#{—3F). These paths consisted of three courses: (1) The
adherents of the Two Vehicles believed in the Mahayana (K3€) and became
the “Detour-path Bodhisattvas,” (#E . £ %) detouring into the Special
Teaching of the One Vehicle through the Common Teaching of the One
Vehicle; (2) If the “Straight-path Bodhisattvas” (E #: %) believed the
causes and effects theory of the Two Vehicles, they also needed to detour into
the Special Teaching of the One Vehicle through the Common Teaching of the
One Vehicle; (3) As for the “Straight-path Bodhisattvas” who did not believe
the causes and effects theory of the Two Vehicles, they could approach
straight into the Special Teaching of the One Vehicle when advancing to the

bodhisattva grounds.

Keywords:
Avatamsaka Siitra, Lotus Sitra, Chengguan, Ningran, Three kinds of dharma-

wheels



