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An Analysis of Chengguan’s Explaining the “Shidipin” in
the Huayanjingshu

Shi, Zheng-Chi
Doctoral Student
Department of Chinese Literature
National Changhua University of Education

Abstract

Unlike the way used to explain the other chapters (pin, 5:) in the
Huayanjingshu ZE g5 48 fii, Chengguan applied a different explanation system
to explaining the “Shidipin” - #V . This system based partly on the
Shidijinglun -+ I &% 5% was adopted by Zhiyan’s  “Shidipin” in the
Huayanjing souxuanji %t &g 48 4 20 52 and Fazang’s “Shidipin” in the
Huayanjing tanxuanji ;2888 2,50 as well. It indicates that grand masters
in annotating “Shidipin” have involved the Shidijinglun, except referring the
Huayanjing.

This text is mainly to analyze Chengguan’s method of sutra exposition. It
consists of three parts. First of all it introduces the adoption and development
of Chengguan’s fashion of sutra exposition on the “Shidipin” in the
Huayanjingshu, not only chiefly regarding the seven gates distinction in each
explanation for Fazang’s “Shidipin” in the Huayanjing tanxuanji, but adding
the supplement to improve the four kinds of inadequacy in ancient masters’
sutra exposition. This method breaks through the old tradition, creating a new
one.

Secondly, though Chengguan’s quotation of sutra expositions includes
both the clear citation and the connotative usage, only the clear citation is
analyzed in this text. Since the number of Chengguan’s quotations of sutra

exposition is more than 40, which is too huge, this text focuses mainly on the
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five theorizing books with more citations and systemic descriptions, namely,
Yugieshidilun (BT ER, Shedachenglun 4% KIEsm, Chengweishilun f{HE
Himy, Dazhidulun KETE S and Jushelun B2,

Finally, it concerns the explanation of the meanings of words. The
annotations of Chengguan’s Huayanjingshu simply follow the original
meaning with gentle interpretation, using Chinese traditional “critical
interpretation of ancient texts” (Fl[Z52%) to explain the classics. Thus this
text has to probe into the annotations, from three orientations separately:
critical explanation of meanings of words, explanation of Buddhist names and

forms, and interpretation on relative concepts.

Keywords:
Chengguan, Methods of sutra exposition, Clear citation, Meanings of words,

“Shidipin” in the Huayanjingshu
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