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19 Bernard Faure, The Will to Orthodoxy: A Critical Genealogy of Northern Chan
Buddhism, (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1997), p. 5. He states: “Even if
the controversy that Shenhui stirred up was more than a nasty quarrel, it is clear
that ... ; see also John R. McRae’s “Shen-hui and the Teaching of Sudden
Enlightenment” in Sudden and Gradual Approaches to Enlightenment in Chinese
Thought (Peter N. Gregory ed.), (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press 1987), p.
258. He states: “Just as Shen-hui’s major effort was propagandistic, his major
impact lay in the realm of rhetoric and mythopoeia. In addition to establishing a
standard of rhetorical purity, he is responsible for the addition of many new
anecdotes regarding Bodhidharma and the early patriarchs to the early Ch’an
library.”
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33 John R. McRae’s “Shen-hui and the Teaching of Sudden Enlightenment” in
Sudden and Gradual Approaches to Enlightenment in Chinese Thought (Peter N.
Gregory ed.), (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press 1987), p. 228. He states:
“The Platform Sutra, which purports to record one of Hui-neng’s sermons, is now
known to have been written about the year 780 by a member of an early Ch’an
faction known as the Ox-head school.”
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52 John R. McRae’s “Shen-hui and the Teaching of Sudden Enlightenment” in
Sudden and Gradual Approaches to Enlightenment in Chinese Thought (Peter N.
Gregory ed.), (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press 1987), p. 228. He states:
“An epitaph for Hui-neng written by the poet Wang Wei and commissioned by
Shen-hui or one of his followers contains a biographical statement but only vague
allusions to his teachings. Hence it is most reasonable to assume that Shen-hui
was guided only by his memory and not by any written transcript of Hui-neng’s
teachings, and that Shen-hui’s recollections regarding Hui-neng’s teachings were
not sharply distinguished from Shen-hui’s own teachings.”
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56 John R. McRae’s “Shen-hui and the Teaching of Sudden Enlightenment” in
Sudden and Gradual Approaches to Enlightenment in Chinese Thought (Peter N.
Gregory ed.), (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press 1987), p. 227. He states:
“The rather extensive works of Hui-neng’s most active disciple Shen-hui’ (684~
758) never quote his master’s sayings. Since Shenhui could have bolstered the
legitimacy of his doctrinal claims by quoting Hui-neng, we may infer that Shen-
hui did not possess any record of Hui-neng’s teachings.”
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